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Minutes 
 

Statutory Members 
 
Ernie Moore (ODRC)     Barbara Riley (DOA) 
Jacqui Buschor (ODOD)     Kevin Shepard (DYS) 
Sharon Schnelle (DPS)     Jewel Smith (ODADAS) 
Linn Davey (ODE)     William Mills III (DOC) 
William Russell (BR)     Kimberly Hettel (GOFBCI) 
John Flinn (ODFJS)     Vicki Jenkins (MRDD) 
Tom Dilling (Health Care Licensing Board)  Susan Pugh (RSC)  
 
Members-At-Large 
 
Kysten Palmore (Franklin County)   Melissa Pierson (Franklin County) 
Joyce Gerren  (Montgomery County)   Scott Sylak (NWORC) 
Melissa Lindsay (Ohio Poverty Law Center)  Lenora Barry (NWORC) 
Judge Robert Fragale (MORC)    Edward Little (Cuyahoga County) 
Sally Luken (CSH)      
 
Other Attendees 
 
Joan England (MH Advocacy Coalition)   Lusanne Green (OCCA) 
Jim Andrews (Talbert House)    Winnie Silva (National College) 
Jed Morison (Ohio Assoc. County Boards of DD)  Margaret Dua (Walls Inside Out) 
Brad DeCamp (ODADAS)    Lori Newhouse (Care Works) 
Tammy Jackson (Wayne Co. DJFS)   Samantha Webb (ODOD) 
Deb Shinoski (Goodwill)     Dave Keelor (Walls Inside Out) 
Sonja Nelson-Jones (The Firm of Columbus)  Mary Engle (Prison Fellowship) 
Jim Segman (Sandusky Co. Reentry Task Force) Kay Hofacker (Sandusky Co. Reentry Task Force) 
Kathy Kelly (Holmes Co. FCFC)    Dave Williams (Holmes Co. Juv. Court) 
Jeff Spears (DYS)     Robert Hammond (DRC) 
Rod Woods (DRC)     Cary Williams (STAR CJC) 
Patti Steinem-Filipski (DRC)    Scott Layson (ODA) 
Brad Singer (EMMA)     Kate Shumate (ODH) 
Jay Carey (ODH)     Larry Green (Licking Co. Coalition) 
Shawn Conrad (Prison Fellowship)   Bob Norman (Reentry Bridge) 
Carol Briney (Reentry Bridge)    Corrennia Price-Jackson (DRC) 
Candace Knight (DRC)     Angela Lee (DRC) 
John Matthews (DRC)     Wanda Suber 
Tracy Tyson-Parker 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Director Ernie Moore welcomed everyone to the Ohio Ex-Offender Reentry 
Coalition. He noted this was his first coalition meeting as the newly-appointed 
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Director of the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, and pledged his full 
support to continuing the initiatives that have already been started.  The Director 
provided an overview of the items on the agenda, including a special appearance 
by Rob Portman who was an original author and co-sponsor of the Second 
Chance Act.  He also distributed the annual report to the Coalition’s Statutory 
Members for review and comment. He encouraged everyone to continue their 
reentry work.   Director Moore also recognized John White for his past work on 
HB 130 while he served as an Ohio Representative.  Mr. White’s work on the bill 
is the reason for the existence of the reentry coalition. 
 
ARRA Reentry Grants 
 
The Office of Criminal Justice Services, the Departments of Rehabilitation and 
Correction, Youth Services, Mental Health, and Alcohol and Drug Addiction 
Services partnered to award $4.7M from ARRA Funds to support the 
development of reentry coalitions in Ohio.  Six established coalitions were 
selected from the category I applicants while eight coalitions that are under 
development were selected for funding from the category II submissions. 
 
Innovation in Government Awards – Grant Submission 
 
The Department of Rehabilitation and Correction will be submitting an application 
for the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University’s Innovation in 
Government Award which awards funds to operationalize a best practice/new 
idea.  Ohio’s submission will seek to put additional funds into communities for 
coalition development. [The application has since been submitted under the 
category of “Bright Ideas.” 
 
Rehabilitation Services Commission 
 
Last year, the Rehabilitation Services Commission awarded $7M in projects for 
people with disabilities some of which targeted ex-offenders. They have recently 
completed a second round of funding for programs that focus on 1) services to 
ex-offenders 2) Services to Spanish as a primary language 3) Brain Injury 4) 
Transportation in rural areas 5) Rehabilitation Technology Projects, and 6) Micro 
Enterprises.   
 
Any remaining funds may be reinvested in future RFPs seeking to fund projects 
that approach service delivery in innovative ways and that build new 
partnerships. 
 
Office of Child Support (JFS OCSE) 
 
Assistant Deputy Director Carri Brown of the Office of Child Support, under the 
Department of Job and Family Services explained the recommendations in a 
report of the Joint Child Support Committee, a Collaboration of the Ohio 
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Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, the Ohio Department of Job and 
Family Services, Office of Child Support, and the Ohio CSEA Directors’ 
Association which can be accessed at : 
 
http://www.jfs.ohio.gov/Ocs/pdf/Recommendations%20Report%20January%202
009.pdf 
 
The report contains information showing how incarcerated and formerly 
incarcerated parents can have services to remove the barriers to child support 
and provide assistance to fathers to encourage engagement with the Child 
Support Enforcement Agency.  
 
Voting Rights Institute 
 
Kellye Pinkleton, Director of the Voting Rights Institute of Ohio, which is a 
division of Secretary of State’s Office,  gave a presentation about her Institute’s 
and the partnership with the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction to 
inform ex-offenders of their right to vote.  The institute has many functions with 
the primary being voter education outreach to voters who are not yet registered. 
 
There are many myths surrounding voting for ex-offenders and felons.  Four 
million people across the county are disenfranchised. However, Ohio is a state 
that allows people to register to vote once they are released.  It is important that 
ex-offenders understand their rights. The Voting Rights Institute has regional 
liaisons throughout the state who can assist with events to help educate people. 
 
Member-At-Large Application 
 
The final format for the Member-At-Large application was presented to the 
statutory members.  Once a potential member-at-large has submitted their 
application, the statutory members will vote to approve the application. 
 
Marketing Strategy 
 
Julie Walburn, the Communications Chief for ODRC, encouraged the members 
of the Coalition to partner with her office in getting positive news about the 
Coalition and its partners in the community.  The Communications Office wants 
to be routinely positioned to market the good work that is being done by the local 
task forces. 
 
John Matthews, Reentry Administrator for ODRC, provided a further update 
distributing out a draft of the marketing strategy for the Coalition.  He shared 
additional enhancements to the Coalition’s website, and asked for articles and 
other content about the local coalitions to be included and shared. 
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Committee Updates 
 
Annual Report & Strategic Planning Update Committee 
 
Statutory members are asked to review the Annual Report and provide revisions 
to Angi Lee (Angi.Lee@odrc.state.oh.us ) by March 29, 2010 so that changes 
can be made before the final deadline to turn it in to the Governor’s Office and 
the leadership of the House and Senate by  the statutory due date of April 7, 
2010. [The Annual Report was subsequently submitted on time.] 
 
 
Employment of Ex-Offenders/Collateral Sanctions Database Committee 
 
The committee has focused on three issues:  
 

• A Collateral Sanctions Database 
• A Certificate of Rehabilitation 
• Expungement or Sealing of Records 

 
Collateral Sanctions – The Ohio Justice Policy Center (Stephen Johnson Grove) 
is working to develop database of statutory provisions that create employment 
and other barriers due to felony and misdemeanor convictions.  They are looking 
at September 2010 for beta testing with live launch in January 2011. 
 
Certificate of Rehabilitation – The workgroup is looking at further feedback from 
more employers to see if issuing such a certificate would be useful assisting in 
securing employment by ex-offenders.  The committee may invite additional 
employers to the table to voice their feedback on the advantages and 
disadvantages. 
 
Expungement/Sealing of Criminal Records – The workgroup is reviewing 
proposals to modestly expand the eligibility criteria for expungement.  The 
research will include comparing other states expungement laws to Ohio.  Also, as 
a part of this research, they will invite a representative to share information on 
the state’s official background check process, which is handled by the Bureau of 
Criminal Identification and Investigation (part of the Attorney General’s Office). 
 
Grants Committee 
 
Since January 2009 the coalition has signed 26 letters of support.   
 
Those looking for a letter of support for grant funding should review the protocol 
for submitting such requests to the Coalition’s website.  An additional criterion 
was added to the protocol requiring that the sources be included for any 
statistical information cited in the grant proposal.   
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In order to write letters of support, there must be a copy of the program proposal 
so the grant committee can review and recommend approval before the Chair 
(Director Moore) signs the letter on behalf of the Reentry Coalition. 
 
Those those who have not yet signed up to receive emails from Angi Lee 
containing Grant Updates and Calendar of Key Dates are encouraged to do so. 
These documents provide is a comprehensive listing of federal grant solicitations.   
 
Rob Portman 
 
Mr. Portman was an original co-author in 2004 of the Second Chance Act 
Legislation.  Danny Davis was the co-sponsor who took the lead in 2005 when 
Mr. Portman reached his term limit. The bill remained non-partisan throughout 
and was supported by Representatives Stephanie Tubbs-Jones from Ohio and 
Mark Sauder from Indiana.  When the bill was signed into law it authorized 
$100M in years 1 and 2 although year 2 was actually less than authorized.  The 
bill was authorized for 2 years and will most likely be extended for 1 year and 
reauthorized after that.   
 
Mr. Portman extended his congratulations to members of the Coalition for the 
good work that is being done noting that there are currently 10 grant programs 
for state and local governments and 2 for non-profits in Ohio.  He believes that 
the re-appropriation should be expanded to fund more non-profit work; there 
were 1,400 applications for 2 programs. There are 5 more solicitations in the 
pipeline. 
 
Mr. Portman encouraged everyone to focus on performance measures as they 
will be extremely important due to the amount of competition for these funds.  
 
Closing Remarks 
 
Director Moore closed the meeting by thanking everyone for their participation 
today and for the work that is being done in the community. 
 
The next Coalition Meeting will be held June 16, 2010. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


