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May 27, 2014

Karhlton Moore
Executive Director
Office of Criminal Justice Services

Re: 2014 Justice Assistance Grant Application


Director Moore,

The Ohio Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition (OERC) is in strong support of the Sample County Reentry Coalition and its efforts in reducing recidivism in Sample County. We fully support the application to Ohio Criminal Justice Services for a 2014 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant in the amount of $173,000 to enhance services for men and women who were committed to jail or prison from Sample County, and will be returning to Sample County.

Project Service Coordination Improves Lives Locally (SCILL) will increase successful reentry through county-wide service coordination, promoting greater awareness in the community and providing training to key staff in the community. This project will also create a centralized data collection system that will strengthen the local coalition’s ability to identify gaps in services, measure the impact of reentry services within the community, and analyze relevant data.

The Sample County Reentry Coalition has completed a comprehensive five-year strategic plan and community logic model to address the following goals and criminogenic needs, 1) Substance Abuse & Mental Health, 2) Employment, Education & Training, 3) Housing, 4) Family Support & Mentoring, 5)  Health, and 6) Legal Issues and Victim Services. This plan is aligned with the five-year strategic plan currently in place with the OERC.

The Ohio Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition has supported the Sample County Reentry Coalition since its inception in 2010 and is pleased with the continued growth of their services in local jails as well as the local state prison. Just as importantly, partnerships among local service providers have increased and strengthened.

Please consider this application for funding to assist in the effort of reducing recidivism and making Sample County a safer community.

Sincerely,


Gary C. Mohr
Chairperson
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